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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR Id 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1. 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1. 1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 08/05/2004 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 20-23,30 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 6223 166 to Kay. 

Kay discloses electronically preparing verification information (i.e. "asymmetric key") 
required for verifying a legitimacy of a booking certificate, the booking certificate certifying that 
a supply of a product and/or service is booked in advance for a specific consumer, electronically 
preparing an encrypted public key pair, electronically holding a private key out of the public key 
pair {notice, the asymmetric keys are stored in memory), wherein the verification information is a 
public key out of the public key pair and the booking certificate is prepared by using the private 
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key (see abstract, lines 1-6; col 5, lines 56-60; col 4, lines 14-26), electronically inputting 
information for identifying the verification information, electronically preparing a booking 
certificate verifiable with the verification information identified by the inputted information for 
identifying verification information (see col. 3, lines 66,67; col 4, lines 1-9 and col. 5, lines 30- 
33) and electronically outputting the booking certificate thus prepared (see col. 4, lines 29-31). 

Referring to claim 2, Kay discloses verification information preparing means (i.e. 
website) for preparing verification information (i.e. "asymmetric key") required for verifying a 
legitimacy of a booking certificate, the booking certificate certifying that a supply of a product 
and/or service is booked in advance for a specific consumer, encrypted public key pair preparing 
means for preparing an encrypted public key, private key holding means (i.e. terminal memory) 
for holding private key out of the public key pair prepared by the encrypted public key pair 
preparing means, wherein the verification information is a public key prepared by the encrypted 
public key means, and the booking certificate is prepared by using the private key held by the 
private key holding means (see abstract, lines 1-6; col. 5, lines 56-60; col. 4, lines 14-26; col. 6, 
lines 17-20), verification information output means (i.e. "portable scanner") for outputting the 
verification information prepared by the verification information preparing means (see col. 4, 
lines 37-41) booking certificate output means (i.e. user's printer) for outputting the booking 
certificate thus prepared (see col. 4, lines 29-31). 

Referring to claim 20, Kay discloses electronically storing verification information (i.e. 
"asymmetric key") for verifying a booking certificate certifying that a supply of a product and/or 
a service is booked in advance for a specific consumer, notice, the asymmetric keys are stored in 
terminal memory (see col. 5, lines 56-60), electronically inputting the booking certificate (see 
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col. 4, lines 37-41), electronically verifying the legitimacy of the input booking certificate by 
using the stored verification information (see col. 4, lines 51-61), electronically preparing an 
encrypted public key pair, electronically holding a private key out of the public key pair, wherein 
the verification information is a public key out of the public key pair and the booking certificate 
is prepared by using the private key (see abstract, lines 1-6; col 5, lines 56-60; col. 4, lines 14- 
26). 

Referring to claim 21, Kay discloses verification information storage means (i.e. 
"terminal computer") for storing verification information (i.e. "asymmetric key") for verifying a 
booking certificate certifying that a! supply of a product and/or a service is booked in advance for 
a specific consumer, notice, the asymmetric keys are stored in terminal memory (see col. 5, lines 
56-60), booking certificate verification means, to which the booking certificate is inputted, for 
verifying the legitimacy of the input booking certificate by using the stored verification 
information (see col. 4, lines 51-61), encrypted public key pair preparing means for preparing an 
encrypted public key pair, private key holding means for holding a private key out of the public 
key pair, wherein the verification information is a public key out of the public key pair and the 
booking certificate is prepared by using the private key (see abstract, lines 1-6; col. 5,lines 56-60; 
col. 4, lines 14-26). 

Referring to claim 22, Kay discloses connection means (i.e. "communication unit") for 
connecting a portable memory apparatus holding the booking certificate, wherein the booking 
certificate verification means (i.e. "central information system") verifies through the connection 
means the legitimacy of the booking certificate stored in the portable memory apparatus (see col. 
4, lines 58-66). 
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Referring to claim 23, Kay discloses the booking certificate is usable to be downloaded to 
a portable memory unit to be presented for receiving the booked product and/or service (see col. 
4, liens 36-41). 

Referring to claim 30, Kay discloses instructions (i.e. HTML code), see col. 5, lines 35- 
38, for: preparing verification information (i.e. "asymmetric key") required for verifying a 
legitimacy of a booking certificate, the booking certificate certifying that a supply of a product 
and/or service is booked in advance for a specific consumer, preparing an encrypted public key 
pair, holding a private key out of the public key pair (notice, the asymmetric keys are stored in 
memory), wherein the verification information is a public key out of the public key pair and the 
booking certificate is prepared by using the private key (see abstract, lines 1-6; col. 5, lines 56- 
60; col. 4, lines 14-26), inputting information for identifying the verification information, 
preparing a booking certificate verifiable with the verification information identified by the 
inputted information for identifying verification information (see col. 3, lines 66,67; col. 4, lines 
1-9 and col. 5, lines 30-33) and outputting the booking certificate thus prepared (see col. 4, lines 
29-31). 

Referring to claim 33, Kay discloses instructions (see col. 5, lines 35-38) for: storing 
verification information (i.e. "asymmetric key") for verifying a booking certificate certifying that 
a supply of a product and/or a service is booked in advance for a specific consumer, notice, the 
asymmetric keys are stored in terminal memory (see col. 5, lines 56-60), inputting the booking 
certificate (see col 4, lines 37-41), verifying the legitimacy of the input booking certificate by 
using the stored verification information (see col. 4, lines 51-61), preparing an encrypted public 
key pair, holding a private key out of the public key pair, wherein the verification information is 
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a public key out of the public key pair and the booking certificate is prepared by using the private 
key (see abstract, lines 1-6; col. 5,lines 56-60; col. 4, lines 14-26). 

4. Claims 9-18,25, 27, 31 and 32are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 6189146 to Misra et al. 

Misra et al. disclose electronically receiving a first request for booking certificate (i.e. 
"license"), which is a request for an issuance of a booking certificate certifying an advance 
booking of a specific product and/or service (see col. 11, lines 36,37 and 46-51), electronically 
outputting a second request for booking certificate thus prepared (see col. 11, lines 60, 66, and 
67). Notice. Misra et al. teach an intermediate server that "acts as a go between for the client and 
license sever"; the client connects to the intermediate server and requests a license (i.e. "first 
request"). Next, the intermediate server validates the client's request, which includes a client ID 
and transmits the request to the license server (i.e. "second request"). As for the step of 
preparing the second request, this is an inherent step; that is, before outputting the request it must 
have previously created. 

Referring to claim 10, Misra et al. disclose booking certificate request acceptance means 
(i.e. "intermediate server") for accepting a first request for booking certificate, which is a request 
for an issuance of a booking certificate certifying an advance booking of a specific product 
and/or service (see col. 11, lines 36,37 and 46-51), booking certificate request output means (i.e. 
"intermediate server") for outputting a second request for booking certificate thus prepared (see 
col. 1 1, lines 60, 66, and 67). Notice. Misra et al. teach an intermediate server that "acts as a go 
between for the client and license sever"; the client connects to the intermediate server and 
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requests a license (i.e. "first request"). Next, the intermediate server validates the client's 
request, which includes a client ID and transmits the request to the license server (i.e. "second 
request"). As for a booking certificate request preparing means for preparing a second request, 
this is an inherent; that is, before outputting the request it must have previously created. 

Referring to claim 11, Misra et al. disclose verification information (i.e. "client ID") 
needed for verifying a legitimacy of a specific booking certificate is associated with a specific 
product and/or service, and the first and second requests for booking certificates contain 
information for identifying verification information for specifying the product and/or service for 
which a booking certificate is requested with the requests (see col. 1 1, lines 5 1 -53) . 
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Referring to claim 12, Misra et al. disclose booking conditions preparing means for 
preparing booking conditions to contained in the requested booking certificate, wherein the 
second request for booking certificate prepared by the booking certificate request preparing 
means contains the booking conditions prepared by the booking conditions preparing means (see 
col. 11 table; col 15, lines 30-36). 

Referring to claim 13, Misra et al. disclose booking certificate intermediation license 
storage means for holding a booking certificate intermediation license to certify that the system 
is licensed for intermediation of the first request for booking certificate regarding the specific 
product and/or service, wherein: the second request for booking certificate, outputted from the 
booking certificate request output means contains the booking certificate intermediation license 
to intermediate the first request for the booking certificate regarding the specific product and/or 
service (see col. 2, lines 16-21; col 5, lines 3-12, 26-32; col. 6, lines 31-45). 

Referring to claims 14 and 15, Misra et al. disclose billing means (i.e. "license generator 
at the clearinghouse") for chagrining a fee for booking certificate issuance to a requester of the 
first request for booking certificate, wherein the fee is charged by the billing means to the 
requester when the first request for booking certificate is inputted; account settlement means (i.e. 
"clearinghouse") for collecting a fee for booking certificate issuance from a requester of the first 
request for booking certificate, wherein the fee is collected by the account settlement means from 
the requester when the first request for booking certificate is inputted (see abstract, hens 1-6). 

Referring to claim 16, Misra et al. disclose electronically inputting information for 
identifying an intermediary to perform intermediation of a request for a booking certificate 
certifying that a supply of a product and/or service is booked in advance by a specific consumer, 
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electronically inputting information for specifying the product and/or service for which the 
intermediary is licensed for intermediation, electronically preparing a booking certificate 
intermediation license for certifying that the intermediation of the request for booking certificate 
for the product and/or service specified by the later input information is licensed to the 
intermediary identified by the former input information, electronically outputting the booking 
certificate intermediation license certificate thus prepared (see col. 6, lines 31-45, 50-60), 
wherein the booking certificate is prepared by using a private key of a public key pair (see col. 7, 
lines 15-18). 

Referring to claim 17, Misra et al. disclose booking certificate intermediation license 
preparing means, to which information for identifying an intermediary to perform intermediation 
of a request for a booking certificate certifying that a supply of a product and/or service is 
booked in advance by a specific consumer and information for specifying a product and/or 
service for which the intermediary is licensed for intermediation is inputted for preparing a 
booking certificate intermediation license for certifying that the intermediary identified by the 
former input information, and certificate intermediation license output means for outputting the 
booking certificate intermediation license prepared by the booking certificate intermediation 
license preparing means (see col. 6, lines 31-45, 50-60), wherein the booking certificate is 
prepared by using a private key of a public key pair (see col. 7, lines 15-18). 

Referring to claim 18, Misra et al. disclose booking conditions limitation information 
preparing means for preparing booking conditions limitation information, which is information 
for limiting a scope of booking conditions, which are conditions for limiting booking particulars 
to be entered in the booking certificate issued by intermediation by the intermediary, who is the 
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recipient of the license, wherein the booking certificate intermediation license prepared by the 
booking certificate intermediation license preparing means contains the booking conditions 
limitation information prepared by the booking conditions limitation information preparing 
means. 

Referring to claims 25 and 27, Misra et al. disclose the booking certificate is usable to be 
downloaded to a portable memory unit to be presented for receiving the booked product and/or 
service (see col. 2, lines 43-46). 

Referring to claim 31, Misra et al. disclose instructions (see col. 5, hens 26-28, 50-54) 
for: receiving a first request for booking certificate (i.e. "license"), which is a request for an 
issuance of a booking certificate certifying an advance booking of a specific product and/or 
service (see col 11, lines 36,37 and 46-51), outputting a second request for booking certificate 
thus prepared (see col. 11, lines 60, 66, and 67). Notice. Misra et al. teach an intermediate server 
that "acts as a go between for the client and license sever"; the client connects to the intermediate 
server and requests a license (i.e. "first request"). Next, the intermediate server validates the 
client's request, which includes a client ID and transmits the request to the license server (i.e. 
"second request"). As for the step of preparing the second request, this is an inherent step; that 
is, before outputting the request it must have previously created. 

Referring to claim 32, Misra et al. disclose instructions (see col. 5, lines 26-28, 50-54) for 
inputting information for identifying an intermediary to perform intermediation of a request for a 
booking certificate certifying that a supply of a product and/or service is booked in advance by a 
specific consumer, inputting information for specifying the product and/or service for which the 
intermediary is licensed for intermediation, preparing a booking certificate intermediation license 
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for certifying that the intermediation of the request for booking certificate for the product and/or 
service specified by the later input information is licensed to the intermediary identified by the 
former input information, outputting the booking certificate intermediation license certificate 
thus prepared (see col. 6, lines 31-45, 50-60), wherein the booking certificate is prepared by 
using a private key of a public key pair (see col. 7, lines 15-18). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3 and 4 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kay as 
applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of US Patent No. 6189146 to Misra et al. 

Kay discloses a booking certificate preparing means for preparing booking certificates 
(see claim 2 above). Kay does not expressly disclose booking conditions preparing means for 
preparing booking conditions, which are conditions for limiting booking particulars, wherein the 
booking certificate prepared by the booking certificate preparing means contains the booking 
conditions prepared by the booking conditions preparing means. Misra et al. disclose booking 
conditions preparing means for preparing booking conditions, which are conditions for limiting 
booking particulars, wherein the booking certificate prepared by the booking certificate 
preparing means contains the booking conditions prepared by the booking conditions preparing 
means (see col. 1 1 table; col. 15, lines 30-36). At the time the invention was made, it would 
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have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method disclose by Kay 
to include booking conditions preparing means for preparing booking conditions, which are 
conditions for limiting booking particulars, wherein the booking certificate prepared by the 
booking certificate preparing means contains the booking conditions prepared by the booking 
conditions preparing means. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this because it prevents an issued certificate from being illegally used (see col. 3, liens 16-21). 

Referring to claim 4, Kay discloses a booking certificate preparing means (see claim 2 
above). Kay does not expressly disclose the booking certificate preparing means receives input 
of information for identifying an intermediary of a request for booking certificate, together with 
the information for identifying verification information, and a booking certificate intermediation 
license certifying that the intermediary is licensed to intermediate the request for booking 
certificate corresponding to the verification information thus identified, checks whether or not 
the intermediary is licensed for intermediation of the request of booking certificate 
corresponding to the verification information by referencing the booking certificate 
intermediation license, and prepares the booking certificate only when the intermediary is found 
to be licensed. Misra et al. disclose the booking certificate preparing means receives input of 
information for identifying an intermediary of a request for booking certificate, together with the 
information for identifying verification information, and a booking certificate intermediation 
license certifying that the intermediary is licensed to intermediate the request for booking 
certificate corresponding to the verification information thus identified, checks whether or not 
the intermediary is licensed for intermediation of the request of booking certificate 
corresponding to the verification information by referencing the booking certificate 
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intermediation license, and prepares the booking certificate only when the intermediary is found 
to be licensed (see col.6, lines 3 1-35,55-60). At the time the invention was made, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system disclose by Kay to 
include disclose the booking certificate preparing means receives input of information for 
identifying an intermediary of a request for booking certificate, together with the information for 
identifying verification information, and a booking certificate intermediation license certifying 
that the intermediary is licensed to intermediate the request for booking certificate corresponding 
to the verification information thus identified, checks whether or not the intermediary is licensed 
for intermediation of the request of booking certificate corresponding to the verification 
information by referencing the booking certificate intermediation license, and prepares the 
booking certificate only when the intermediary is found to be licensed. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would have been motivated to do this because intermediary can be used to provide 
resources to consumers (see Misra et al. col 2,lines 22-31). 

7. Claims 24 and 29 rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kay as 
applied to claim 23 above, and further in view of Sehr. 

Kay discloses a portable apparatus (see claim 23 above). Kay does not expressly disclose 
the portable memory unit comprises an IC card. Sehr discloses the portable memory unit 
comprises an IC card (see paragraphs [0031] and [0035]). At the time the invention was made, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system disclose by 
Kay to include an IC card. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this 
because utilizing an IC card reduces possible security problems, which occurs during electronic 
transaction- 
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8. Claims 26 and 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Misra et 
al. as applied to claim 25 and 17 respectively above, and further in view of Sehr. 

Misra et al. discloses a portable apparatus (see col. 2, lines 43-46). Misra et al. do not 
expressly disclose the portable memory unit comprises an IC card. Sehr discloses the portable 
memory unit comprises an IC card (see paragraphs [003 1] and [0035]). At the time the invention 
was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
system disclose by Kay to include an IC card. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to do this because utilizing an IC card reduces possible security problems, which 
occurs during electronic transaction. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 5-7 are allowed. 

10. Claims 19 and 34-36 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• US Patent No. 5915022 to Robinson et al. discloses a method/apparatus for 
creating and using encrypted digital receipt for electronic transaction. 
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• US Patent No. 6205435 to Biffar discloses circulating digital vouchers with 
attached logs, which contain a history of the transaction experienced, by the 
voucher. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jalatee Worjloh whose telephone number is 703-305-0057. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Thursdays 8:30 - 7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306 for Regular and 
After Final Actions and 703-746-9443 for Non-Official/Draft. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive, 

Arlington, V.A., Seventh floor receptionist. 
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